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UPDOMING FOR 1986 
Jon T. Adams, NWGH 

Recently Steve T o w n e s  appointed me program 
director for 1986-1 h o p  he won't l i v e  to regret 
it. Ta keep that from happenirrg, here I s  a list of 
s&&uled m a m s  far the year. !hose designated 
with an asterisk are still tentative w i t h  respect 
to e i t h e r  scheduling or speaker availability. If 
you have -tiom or sygstlons to help me in my 
quest for speakers, give m e  a c a l l  at x3445 or 
drop a note to 238-528. 

April - Voyager 2 U r a n m  Conrmemorativle 
P-tation 

Kerry Erf &son, NGDSG 
Voyager-Uratms Comrmmratirne 
Cornmitt- Chairman 

- m t e r  GamLtttee Presentation 
Mew MacMdan. N6ND 

m - Field Day 1986 Preentation a d  
Field  Day 1985 Recap 

Jon Adams, M H  
Chairman, Fleld Day 1985 
Walt bhagian, K6DNS 
CoU-&irnmn, Field my 1986 

June - ARRI; Fvesmtation 
Jay Holladay, WEJJ 
Vice President, ARRL 

July - cellular Tel&me T@chnology 

Augugt - *mtorola Semiconductor Presentation 
Power hrplifiers 

Roy Hejhall, K7m 
Member of  Technjca l  Staff 
RF Advanced Products  
Motomla, Inc . , ehoenix 

September - The PACSAT Project 
Harold E. P r i c e ,  NK6K 
PACSAT Project Mamger 

October - *DSN Remiver Teclx'mEogy - l?ecelving 
Spacecraft Signals fran Space 

Mwmber - *Amateur Radio Equiprent Manufacturer 
P-tat ion 

Jammy 87- *Packet Radio 
Gateways to t k  mrld  



rmESrDEWr1S MESSAGE 

One of my first prfarities thls year has been to 
appoint pedple to chair the various cornmitt- of 
the club. I have appointed Jon Adams NWGH as 
Program Chairperson and Mew MacMedan N6M as the 
Acting Chairperson of the Repeater Cummittee. Both 
Jon and Merv have already gotten business well 
under way. Jon has a slate of very interesting 
programs lined up for the rest of the year so 
please watch this bulletin and your mail for 
amamcements of the presentations. Merv and 
others have set plans in motion to upgrade the 
current repeater facilities to improve the 
coverage. The repeater situation irveryserious 
since there have h e n  recent attempts to usurp our 
frequencies due to a lack of apparent usage. Mew 
a d  his committee have their jo'ns cut out arid wlll 
need a lot of support from the club to get the 
repeaters in shape, I would like to thank Jon and 
Merv for their initiative in taking these 
positlens ard getting the ball rolling as well as 
they have. I am currently loosring tor a Facilltics 
Chairperson and an Emergency Communications 
Manager so if anyone would like to volunteer for 
these positions please get In touch with me. 

One of the nice parts of thls job Is that I get to 
see all the mail to the club thanking it for a41 
of the great community service that we do. The 
latest letters of interest w e r e  f r o m  the La CaMda 
High Schml Science Club and the CkmiMde College 
Preparatory S c k l  Science Department thanking us 
for work done in setting up a communications link 
to D3-E ard for the Vgager Urarms hcwnter slow 
scan pictures. Thanks to all o f  you who were 
involved In these emieavors. 

The 6th of March is upon us. I hope you had as 
much fun as I did with  my low p o w e r  radio during 
the last month. The hRRL DX Conrests pmvided some 
fun opportunities. My 100 watts and a dipole at 
8000 feet performed yeomarts service on 20 meters 
with about 20 countries beltq worked! I w a s  lucbcy 
enough ta work all continents including a 552 ard 
South Sh@tlands. What eoditlons! Let's hop we're 
as lucky this coming month. Again, thanks to the 
LIDX Bulletin, the following information i s  p m  
vided for your listeniq pleasure. 

-ISTAN-YhlAO has been a p r l n g  at 14,040 kHz 
f rom 1130 to 14003. This is a bit early for W6 
stations, I f  the fellow isn't a bootlegger. Work 
him if propagation exists. Worry about the QSL 
later. 

CHAGOS-Look for VQ9RB from 17002 between 14,025 
d 14,030 Hk. VQ9QM operates on 21,025 ldIz f ram 
15002 and at 16002 he go% to 14,025 Hz. 

IVORY COAST-TUPCH conducts daily sessions on 
21,047 kHz at 17302. 

SEKWELG5-S79CW likes 14,188 H z  from 18QOZ. 

SUDAN-If you long fo r  a Sudanese QSO, try 6T2BA 
from 14,160 to 14,165 kHz from 21002. 

TAIWAN-BV2DA Is active daily on 7010 lcHz from 
13452. 

TANZANIA-You have only two years to work this 
operator, who is on duty with the US Embassy.  Look 
presently on 14,028 kHz from 18302. Future plans 
include all-- capabilities. 

TRMELIN ISMND-FFI7AI/T open& on 22 February near 
14,016 kHz at 16452. He plans to be active on both 
m and ssb m all b d s  through 31 Irlarch. 

If the good conditions persist for the next t w o  
w k s ,  as v t a ,  we should all haw a fantastic 

One fins1 note. The atterdence at the club metings 
has been poor of late. I encourage a1 l o f  you to 
make an effort to  attend the general meeting on 
the second Wednesday of  each month, especially 
w i t h  all of the work that Jon has put in to get up 
such an interesting program slate. The Board of 
Directors meeting is also open to the public and 
is held m y  fourth W & e d a y  of the month. Thls 
is a chanw to have your say a b u t  how the club i s  
betng run and to keep track of what the officers 
are doing with your club. A S t e w  Townes, WBQILW 

For the early risers and commuters, how about 
starting an Early B i r d  net on the 04 machlw from 
5 :00  to 7:00 A.M.. If interested contact Rick 
McKinney or Dick Wetzel at M.S. 168-327, or listen 
In EMZY some morning soon. Rick-KdGDAN 

time. 
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HAMS OF THE MONTH 

HERB YOUNGER WbOJA has been a ham for 34 y e a r s .  
He was bo rn  i n  Glenda le ,  C a l i f o r n i a  and r a i s e d  i n  
Burbank. Hers mar r i ed  w i t h  three c h i l d r e n .  H i s  
wife Carol is  a l s o  a ham N6HJL. H i s  hobb ies  are 
c e n t e r e d  around Church a c t i v i t i e s  and h i s  f a v o r i t e  
food i s  i c e  cream. 

GENE BREAZLER WDGEEM h a s  been a ham f o r  6 years. 
Gene was bo rn  i n  Hutchinson. Kansas where h e  grew 
up. Marr ied and f o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  no hams so f a r  
i n  s i g h t .  Gene e n j o y s  workine  2 meters. 

DONALD BURCHAM NGHON h a s  been a ham f o r  3 years. 
He was b o r n  i n  Baker,  Oregan and grew up i n  
Por t l and .  He's mar r i ed  with 3 c h i l d r e n ,  5 grand- 
c h i l d r e n  and 2 g r e a t  g randch i ld ren .  His hobb ies  
i n c l u d e  photography, g r a p h i c  a r t s ,  RC model a i r c r a f t ,  
and i n s t rumen t  f l y i n g .  

GILBERT CLARK N6FHC h a s  been a ham f o r  24 y e a r s  and 
h i s  aliases include KA6MZY, WAGYRO and W 6 Y R O .  He 
was born  fn Pasadena a n d  grew up i n  Pomona, Germany 
and t h e  Panama Canal Zone. He's marr ied  w i t h  2 boys. 
H i s  wife i s  a Novice ham. He e n j o y s  scuba  d i v i n g ,  
IBM computing end photography. H i s  f a v o r i t e  foods 
are Hexican and Japanese. 

GOREQN CRAWFORD WBGDRH has been a ham For 25 y e a r s .  
Gordon was born i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington and grew up 
i n  t h e  Western Uni ted  S t a t e s .  He's mar r i ed  w i t h  
one daugh te r .  H i s  hobbkes i n c l u d e  g o l f ,  woodwork, 
photography,  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  and t r a v e l .  S t eak  is h i s  
f a v o r i t e  food. 

CARL de SXLVEIRA KG6LG h a s  been a ham f o r  a lmos t  two 
years. He w a s  fo rmer ly  KB6DVL. Carl, was born i n  
Los Angeles  and a l so  grew up t h e r e .  He's marr ied  
w i t h  2 c h i l d r e n .  He likes t o  h u n t ,  f i s h ,  and pursue  
ham r a d f o  a c t i v i t i e s .  H i s  f a v o x i t e  foods  are pizza 
and f r i e d  clams. 

HARRY ENMARK WA6IVR has been a ham for 25 y e a r s .  
He was born i n  Jamestown. New York and a l s o  grew up 
there. He's mar r i ed  w i t h  c h i l d r e n .  ( H e  p u t  down 
a bunch of c h i l d r e n  - I'm n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  means 
he  has l o t s  o r  j u s t  one large one) .  His hobb ies  
are Amateur Radio, woodworking, computers and s a i l i n g .  
H e  l i k e s  Mexican and Swedish food. 

PAUL GOODWIN KOhD h a s  been a ham 49 yea r s .  He grew 
up  i n  Los Angeles which was his b i r t h p l a c e .  He's 
marr i ed  w i t h  3 c h i l d r e n .  His wife is  KF6GW. H i s  
hobb ies  i n c l u d e  ham r a d i o ,  photography and travel. 
H e  likes all k i n d s  of food. 

JEROME HAWKES - W6WXL h a s  been a ham f a r  38 y e a r s .  
He was born In Los Angeles and grew up t h e r e  and 
i n  Alhambra. He h a s  2 sons  and h i s  i n t e r e s t s  
i n c l u d e  Astronomy. H e  l i k e s  a lmos t  a l l  k i n d s  of 
f clod . 

DAVID HILDEBFAND P6BHU - has been a ham f o r  6 y e a r s .  
He was born i n  Los Angeles and grew up there and a l s o  
Chicago. New York, San Antonio,  end Honolulu.  He's 
s ing le .  H i s  hobb ies  i n c l u d e  Rad io -con t ro l l ed  models ,  
OW'S,  f i r e a r m s ,  e l e c t r o n i c s  ( i n c l u d i n g  ham r a d i o ) .  
He likes Mexican food and p i z z a ,  sub ' s  and o t h e r  
s p i c y  s t u f f .  

SZD JOHNSOP WB6WrH has been a ham for 8 years. He 
was horn In  Phoenix.  Arizona and a l s o  grew up t h e r e .  
He's married w i t h  t w o  sons .  Son, K i r k ,  i s  M6RKX. 
H i s  o t h e r  hobb ies  i n c l u d e  amateur r a d i a ,  amateur 
mycologis t  and f i s h i n g .  H i s  f a v o r i t e  foods  a r e  VERY 
HOT c h i l i ,  steamed clams and raw o y s t e r s .  

JIM KESTERSON KA6IBF has been a ham for 5 y e a r s .  H e  
was born i n  Cleveland,  Ohio and grew u p  i n  Berea ,  
Ohio. dim i s  a widower w i t h  a son and dauprhrer. H e  
l i k e s  off - road motorcycl ing.  H i s  f a v o r i t e  foods a r e  
Eng l i sh  eggnog which he t r e a L s  h i s  f ami ly  t o  each 
Chris tmas  and t h e  r e s t  of the year he  l i k e s  Dairy 
Queen Rootbeer  H a l t s .  

LARRY KINNEY WACHOR fo rmer ly  WNGHOB has been a ham 
for 15+ years. He was born i n  J o p l i n ,  Mo. and grew 
up i n  the Navy. Ye 's  s i n g l e .  H i s  i n t e r e s t s  i nc lude :  
D i s a s t e r  Communications. Pub l i c  S e r v i c e ,  Coin 
c o l l e c t i n g ,  P l a t e  c o l l e c t i n g ,  and courting s i n g l e  
l a d i e s .  H e  likes any k ind  of food and p r i d e s  h imself  
on having a cast  i r o n  stomach. 

BETTY LAWSOM KACJEX h a s  been a ham f o r  6 y e a r s .  She 
w a s  born i n  R a l l s ,  Texas and grew up in Glenda le ,  Ca. 
He's marr i ed  t o  a ham and h a s  3 sons  between them. 
Her favorite food i s  f r i e d  ch icken .  

ROBERT LAYNE W6LTC fo rmer ly  K2IW h a s  been a ham f o r  
32 years. Bob was born  i n  Camden, New J e r s e y  and 
grew up i n  Haddonf ie ld .  Few J e r s e y .  He's married 
with f o u r  c h i l d r e n  - 2 boys and two g i r l s .  Ris 
hobb ies  i n c l u d e  amateur r a d i o  and p e r s o n a l  computing. 
H f s  f a v o r f t e  foods  include Pizza  from back E a s t  or 
the "b!e!ev York P i z z a r i a "  i n  Las Vegas - address s u p p l i e d  
an request! 

DON LORD NbIXB fo rmer ly  KA6SlW has been a ham f o r  4 
years. Don was born  i n  Caldwel l .  Idaho and was brought  
up i n  Provo, Utah. He's married w i t h  two c h i l d r e n .  
His hobb ies  i n c l u d e  t e n n i s  and computers.  His 
f a v o r i t e  Food is  s t e a k .  

GEORGE MORRIS WBABW - formerly  WSQKQ and DL4KI h a s  
been a ham for 36 yea rn .  He was born  i n  St. Loui s ,  Mo. 
a n d  was brough t  u p  i n  S t .  Louis and Paragould .  Arkansas.  
He's marr i ed  and w i f e  Connie i s  Kn6JAM. He has two 
c h i l d r e n .  His hobbies i n c l u d e  guns and computers.  
H e  loves a lmos t  a l l  Junk food i n c l u d i n g  c h i l i ,  pizza 
and t acog .  

PATTICK O'SRYAN WB6USZ has  been a ham f o r  18 y e a r s .  
Ile was born  i n  D e t r o i t .  Michigan and Rrew up i n  Los 
Angeles,  C a l i f o r n i a .  He's marr ied  and has  two 
dauplhters,  Opera t ing  on 160F and 2M mobile  h i s  o t h e r  
hobb ies  a r e  photography, r e a d i n g ,  t r a v e l l i n g .  
f l y i n g  (former p r i v a t e  p i l o t )  and l i f e  ex tens ion .  

JAY BASTOW K 6 W  fo rmer ly  WGGCE, Wlca l l .  WAZcall and a 
WR6 c a l l .  Jay has been s ham f o r  37 y e a r s .  He was 
brought  up i n  Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a .  He's married and 
has marr i ed  c h i l d r e n .  H i s  hobb ies  i n c l u d e  Apple 
computer i n t e r e s t s ,  photography, and Amateur Radio. 
His favorite food is shrimp. 
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BOARU MeETING MINUTES 

Attendees: President-Steve Y m e s ,  Secretary-Russ 
Dow, Treasurer-Rick McKianey, Director-at-Large- 
Jon Adams, Repeater-Kerry F,rickson, Repeater-Sid 
Johnson and Walt Mushagtan. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1 .  The WGVXO Repeater Net  i s  being organized. Not 
active y e t .  

2 ,  We are having trouble getting good images t o  
use for QSL cards For W6VIOts recent Voyager/ 
Uranus Commemwrative operations. OtherwiGe ready 
t o  proceed. A report w i l l  be  made a t  the  A p r i l  
General Meeting. An ATV l i n k  was s e t  up between 
JPL and La Canada High School during the Uranus 
Encounter. It worked nicely. 

3 .  Rick submitted proposed financial transaction 
guidelines to the  Board. Approved without changes. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Secretary w i l l  arrange mailLng of meeting 
not ices separately from the Club Newsletter. 

2. The Repeater Steering Group held a meeting on 
Feb. 15th. Drew up a plan f o r  repeater improve- 
ments. 

3. Secretary asked if JPL i s  a current  member of 
the Los Angeles Area Council of Amateur Radio 
Clubs. (Apparently n o t ,  at present .  ) 

4 .  President Inquired about JPL ARC letterhead 
stationery. Secretary has a l i t t l e ,  but  only 
copies; none on original stock.  
-______I~~_________-_dd--------------------------- 

AMRTEUR SPACE m P E  @RESENTATION 
mTED FOR m GmERAL MEETLrn 

W. E. Buchanan (KF6TE) , Western Region director 
for the Indepenent Space Research Group, Inc. 
(ISRG) of  Troy, NY, will be on lab the 12th of  
March t o  descrik the Amateur Space Telescope 
(AST) , an 18-inch Cassqraln telescope that wi 11 
be l a m  i n  the late 1980's or early 1990's. 

Using the talents of professionals, students, 
amateur astronomers ard amateur r&Xo operators, 
ISRG plans to provide a high quality telescope 
that will be available to individuals and 
institutions. 

We know that you w i l l  flnd this to te a fascina- 
tiw and hape that y a ~  will make plans to 
a t t d .  

CALLING MARCH 1986 

=EATER STEHlING GRDUP mlmm 

A Steering Group has been formed to correct some 
problems with our present repeatem and to start 
w i n g  them for Improved coverage and service 
to our members. Merv MacHedan was asked by in- 
mmlw President Steve T- to serve as Actiw 
Repater C o m m i t t e  Chairman to get tlmrqs started. 
A small group of concerned repeater users met on 
Saturday, February 15 to begin steering a re- 
vitalization course, ard the followitq conclusions 
were reach&: 

It was determined that performance of our two 
repeaters has definitely degraded. since they were 
installed ten years ago. When Merv conducted a 
survey of repeater users last year to detexmlne 
the cause of  the sparse utilization of  our re- 
peaters (unbelievably, we have over 90 paid-up 
autopatch members!) t k  majority of imctive users 
said the ~eason for their inactivity was because 
the repatem didn't reliably serve their home, or 
their commute path. Reliable handi-talkie service 
la very much needed far popular usage, and we 
don't have it. Merv believes this Is the primary 
reason for the current apathy and disinterest I n  
the repaters. Others outside of the club have 
perceiwd our apathy too, rdtit-q i n  additional 
repeaters being co-channeled with  us on a time- 
share -is, b u s e  we are so seldom active. 

To cure W s  chkkn-and-egg situation d get off 
top-dead-center, the steering group has initiated 
work to regtore tke performance w e  had originally, 
and subquently plans to augment the performance 
to cover the outlying areas more reliably 
(particularly the San Fernarado Valley where m o s t  
o f  our members Live). We are currently formlng 
plans t o  do this by making our nearly-abandoned 
p e r  amplifier ga back to work and by irrsralling 
remote! mtirrg receivers. Work bas a i m  begUn on 
W B G I W R ,  Can YOU help? k t  Merv know at X-7004. 

Merv wf 11 present a progress report at the April 
club meeting and will keep you informed through 
m m  NEWS In this newsletter. (N6N) 

GUIDE LINES m FINANCIAL ~ I r n  

11 requests for reimbursement for expenses in- 
cutTed or advances for anticipated expenses will 
ke submitt& to the Treasurer. These requests will 
clearly indicate the nt of tne expense and the 
budgetary item to be charged. Approval of the 
person responsible for that budget area is re- 
quired before submittal to the treasurer. 

All approved requests falling within the budget 
will be as soan as paperwork can be processed by 
the ERC. (About 3 to 5 days). 

Requests not within budgetary limits will be sub- 
mitted to the Board of Dfrectors for action prior 
ta submittal to EW3. 

The treasurer will maintain a current list of 
expenditures by budgetary category, and will 
promptly notify the person In charge of any area 
that ia clcse budgetary limits. m e  persons are 
then responsible to seek action by the Board of 
Directors. Rick, KA6M 
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CLOSED PIARIINE OUT OF SERVICE FEBRUARY 22-28 

By the time you read t h i s ,  loyal users of 224.08 
will have noticed that the machine was down 
between February 22 and 28. While it started 
acting up with symptoms attributable to aver- 
heating, the real reason it vras takm off the air 
was to do a routine check of antennas and feed- 
lines, and to do schduled m i n t e m  (retuning) 
the duplexer. Stan, NSMP, did the second-story 
work and found the cable loss to be 1.8 db (more 
than we would prefer, but not unexpected for the 
mble belllg used): w e  may install better cable in 
the next few months If the improvement Is worth 
the expersse and effort. 

When S l d ,  WBGWWH, got to the machine on Saturday 
he discovered the air corditianlrag was not turned 
cxl aHd the temperature was irdeed tm hot. A flick 
of the wrlst c u r d  that problem. Then, not knowing 
what he was In for, he brought the repeater and 
duplmrs to the Lab for what was w t e d  ta be a 
f our-- tune-up. 

On Sunday, S i d  and Walt, WAGPEA, checked the 
tuning of the duplexer. W purpose of a duplexer 
is to allow the repeater to transmit and recelve 
at the same t i m e ,  mainly by filtering out the 
transmitted signal at the receiver input, and by 
atterntatiw the transmitter emissions seen by the 
receiver, 1.6 MHz lower. m t e d  isolation for  a 
six-cavity duplexer l ibce  ours is In the neigwr- 
hDod of 120 db, but this one was only achieving 93 
db! Clearly, retuning was in order, or was it? No 
matter what was done, It was impossible to lmprwe 
tke performance by more than 0.1 db! 

M-y night brought some catalcrg checking, m m l  
re3earcN~. repeated measurements on the v t m  
analyzer and head scratching. Stlll no clue - 
mrythirg  seem& pmper. On !heday  d&t, to try 
a different test setup, a short connecting piece 
of cwx had to be swit-. A measurement revealed 
the isolation had improved by 7 dbl A t  last, a 
clue! The other cables connecting the cavities 
were checked and some were found to be one inch 
larger t b n  ttaey were suppDsed ta be! 

These cables do not connect together 50-ohm 
sources with 50-ohm loads (like the cable btween 
your transmitter and dummy load, where length 
doesn't matter.) Here, between cavities of the 
duplexer, reactive sources and loads are present 
making the cable lergths critical. Correct-length 
cables were quickly fabricated and the duplexers 
again tuned. Voila! This time they found TWENTY 
SEVEN DB of improvement ... the 120 db isolat~on 
goal w a s  achieved. 

FELLOW CLUB HIGALIGIIT C O L E  

We received information from Floyd A .  Paul, WhTHU 
about a cl.ub that  swnds very interesting. I t ' s  
the Southern CaliSornia hntfque Itadlo Sociea. 
SCARS i s  a non-profit  organizat ion.  I c ' s  purpose 
i s  t o  preserve  the history of wfreless communication 
by encouraging the acquisition, preservation and 
exh ibf t ion  of antique wireless and r a d i o  
apparatus and publications perta in ing  to  its h i s t o r y  
and devel opmen t . 
SCARS promotes s o c i a l  contac t s  through meetings 
h e l d  four times a year a t  various locations i n  
Southern California. Featured a t  t h e s e  meetinga 
are contests, swap sessions and talks by members 
and guests on a ~ ~ b j e c t s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  collectors. 

The club publishes quarterly the  "California Antique 
Radio Gazettel\hich features artlcles of historical 
interest, news ai club a c t i v i t i e s ,  hints on 
r e s t o r n t i m ,  and advertisement of radio related 
i tems avai lable  for sa le  or t rade .  I t  i s  furnished 
Free to  a l l  members. 

Membership fs open to  anyone having a genuine 
interest i n  preserving the  equipment and history 
of early wireless and radio equipment. Dues were 
$10.00 per calendar year a t  last report but  they 
could have changed since then. For further infor- 
mation contact Floyd A. Paul 1545 Raymond Ave. 
Glendale ,  Ch 91201. NOTE: Just  called Mr. Paul and 
the does have remained the same. They have COW 
members and are happy t o  accept  new members a t  any 
r i m e  . 
-------- 
- - - - - - - - 

The most likely explanation for the wrong cable 
lengths getting into the system is the following. 
When the duplexer was delive& ago, it had 
UHF connectors. We all know these connectors are 
not the best at 220 MHz, so they were replaced 
with type-N wmxctars in the dtuplexer. Then, new 
cables with type-N connectors were fabricated 
following the length information given in the 
Znstructim. However, a length of at coax fitted 
to UHF plugs retains the same length tip-to-tlp 
after the cmmctors are Installed, whlle the same 
length of coax fitted to t y p - N  come~tor~  results 
in an overall 1-h a-t 1/2 inch lowr  at EACH 
end because of the extension of the center pin. W e  
must give credit to our two sleuths for th i s  
discovery: sometimes the m o s t  difficult problems 
have the simplest explanation, but even sf mple 
explanatiom can be very eluslve! 

W e  hope the 27 db improvement in isolation will 
greatly improve the chronic desense. It may even 
bring some users out of the marginal signal area 
into the reliable signal area. PLEASE USE THE 
M A C H I N E  and let us knew I f  you f fnd it has 
improved. If it has, our efforts will have been 
worthwhile. (M6m) 
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HAHS OF W E  MONTH (Continued) 

KENT C. I I W S  WA63KM has been a ham for 26 years. 
He was born i n  Oak Park.  Illinois and grew up in 
Lombard, Illinois. He's married w i t h  5 c h i l d r e n .  
One son and four daughters. His favorite rood is 
fried chicken.  

RhLPH WEST N6YM has been a ham a "Long tine1'. Be 
was born i n  Ellwood C i t y ,  Pennsylvania and also 
grew up there. He's single and has one married 
daughter l i v i n g  i n  South Carolina. His hobbies 
include hiking and his favorite food is "Whatever 
is on the tab le" .  

DICK WETZEI, WAGJBZ formerly ITAGPPB has been a ham 
for 24 pears .  He was born i n  Ohio and grew up in 
Pasadena. He's married with zwa children. H i s  
hobbies include video home movies, camping, and 
4-wheeling. H i s  favorite food is p i z z a .  

BARRY WILDMAN formerly WAZRFY and W 8 6 m  has 
been a ham for 12 years. Ha was born and raieed fn 
Rochester, New York. He's married w i t h  two sons. 
He operates on 6 Meters. 

FLOYD A. PAUL, W6THU is retired but stays very 
active w i t h  the Southern dalifornia Antique Radio 
Society. Approximately 15-20% of the membership 
in that organfzation is comprised of amateur radio 
operators. (See article on Page 2) 

R.J. (Bob) BRODKIEI WA6TBH has been a ham for 24 
years. He was born and raised in Brooklyn. New 
Yosk. He's married and has two children ( A p r i l -  
WA6RYT) and w i f e  Betty is the Ex-Wl36KMB. H i s  
hobbies Include home c a p u t e r s  and h i s  favorite 
food is lobster (Maine type with claws). 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

To: A f Z  
Subj : "The Case of the Pmr Planner1' 

I ' m  posting this mainly because I havenut read 
anything about '"real life" this funny in a long 
time, d it involves hams. 

This was taken from the latest issue of the 
newsletter my ham club puts out. I can't much for 
i t u s  authenticity, but the ham who contributed it 
is a pretty reliable sour-. 

RTidently an insurance oompany w a n t 4  to h m ~  the 
whole story about one of their claims -I'd say 
this guy gave them evewhi~q t k f  r-td ... 

"I am wrlting in response to your reqest for 
additional information f n block number three of 
the accident-reporting form. I put "poor planningi1 
as the cause of my aeciaent. You said in your 
letter that I should explain more fully, and I 
trust that the follawing details will be auf fi- 
cient. I am an amateur radio operator, On the  day 
of the accident I was working alone on the tap 
section of mv new 80 foot tower. when I complete 
my work, I discover& that I nad, wer the C-e 
of several trips up the tower, brought up about 
300 lbs of tools and spare hardware. Rather than 
w r y  the now W e d  twls and material down by 
hani, I decidd t o  lower the items down in a small 
barrel by using a pulley, which fortunately was 
attached to the gin pole at the top of the tower." 

"Securing the rope at ground level, I went to the 
top of the tower and loaded the tools and 
materlala lnto the barrel. Then I wentback to the 
ground and untied the rope, holdiw it tightly to 
ensure a slow descent of Ir- 300 I- of tools. You 
w i l l  note in block .#I1 of the accident-reporting 
form that I weigh only 155 lb." 

KGue to my suprise at being jerked off the ground 
so W e n l y ,  I l ~ s t  my F e n c e  of m i d  ard forgot 
to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I pro- 
ceeded at a rather rapid rate of @ up the side 
of  the tower. In the vicinity of the 40 foot 
level, I m e t  the barrel coming down. This explains 
my fractured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed 
only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, net 
stopping unt i l  the fingers of my right hand were 
two buckles deep lnto the pulley." 

"Fartunately, by this t i m e ,  I had regained my 
presence of mind and was able to hold on to the  
rope in spite of m y  pain. At approximat-ely the 
same time, however, the barrel of tools hit the 
ground and the bottom fell out of the barrel. 
Devnid of the urelgb.t of the taols, the barrel now 
weighed appdmate ly  20 Ibs. I refer yw again to 
my weight in block #11. As you might  Imagine, I 
began a rapid descent down the side of fhe tower. 
In the  vicinity of the 4 0  foo t  level, I met the 
barrel coming up, this accounts f o r  the two  
fractured ankles and the  lacerations of my legs 
ard lower body." 

'7% encounter with the barrel aid me enough to 
lessen my injuries when I fell onto tile ?ole ot 
twls and fortunately, only three vertabrae were 
cracked. I am sorry to report, however, that as I 
lay there on the tools in pain, unable to stand 
and watchiw the empty barrel 80 feet abwe me..,I 
again lost my presence of m i n d  ... I let go of t h e  
rope. " 

Contributed by Dean Haney WGRFM, retyped by 
myself, M?HAW. 

M+MM**-+-*cl+nW*SmbCQ5sC---H---.---b 

Via S.C.A.T.S. Newsletter, March 86-Thanks to them! 

Yvlne~ rqistrrtimc vr na hirq trkm fw tin WtRL 1981 Wltimal 
Emvmtion ~n ScptHbr S, b m d  7. Fpatrlrk befmt April lSth,  IPBb i s  
rlipablr fm both t h e  Early Bird md #r&ncc IqIstration prirn. Advance 
rrgirtration i s  17. per pmm. It will be $10 rftw dupud 15th. 

The Bvpurt fprin rib1 i s  la; Ladin l u n c h m  110. Thr F r i d a y  night 
BinnwlhncelEruira with Ppm bar i s  133 and is q w l  to the f ~ r s t  1 I I  
p q l r  mly. All prices are p a  plrwn. I0 years and vnder - no charge 
far admission at  t h e  dm. Hate c h ~ k 8  p n y l l r  tu SMDARC, Inc., P a l  82642 
Ln Dieqo, Gal. 92138. 

Ihr lpctinp s i t e  is Tm P Cwntry Convention Cmttr. 14 rmavt a 
raw a t  the Convmtion s i t e  w mthrr San Dirgu Atlas Me1 call to l l  frm: 
Hl-512-6102, kk for MRL ratel. 

I just ratled tha Tm a d  Camtry md hrrr'r t b t  irwp lm the rates: 
$74 - gudn area. HE - poolsidr, East hi-riw. 197 - West bi-riw. 
Actually, hi-rise i s  aislrading. The tallest building they haw i s  unir 
tm llwie5. Pllr garden area r w 5  have etths tm double beds (R one 
king. The & h a  rows have either  two putens w ont kinq.  Ya pay5 y r r  
m e y  and ya takes yn cherrr. 11 
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W6VIO CALLING PAGE 9 

PROPOSED W6VIO MONTHLY NET ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

MONTH 
WEEK 1 

MONTH 
WEEK 2 

MONTH 
WEEK 3 

MONTH 
WEEK 4 

MONTH 
WEEK 5 (when required) 

-NET PREAMBLE -NET PREAMBLE -NET PREAMBLE -NET PREAMBLE -NET PREAMBLE 
-WESTLINK TAPE -WESTLI NK TAPE -WESTL INK TAPE 

-ARRL WEST D I V .  REPORT -NEWSLETTER REPORT 
-WESTLI NK TAPE -WESTLINK TAPE 

-ARRL REPORT -SATELL I TE REPORT 

-REPEATER REPORT 

-ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM 
NET LISTENERS -JPL CLUB ACTIVITY 

REPORT 
-NASA TAPE REPORT -JPL SPACE MISSION 
-JPL SPACE MISSION REPORT #3 

REPORT #2 -QUESTION ANSWERS FROM 

-QUESTION ANSWERS FROM PREVIOUS NET 
PREVIOUS NET -SUBMISSION OF QUES- 

-QUESTION ANSWERS 
FROM PREVIOUS NET -XYL ACTIVITY REPORT 

-DX /BAND CONDX REPORT 
-JPL SPACE MISSION 

REPORT #4 -SUBMISSION OF QUZS- 
TIONS FOR THE 
NEXT NET 

-JPL SPACE MISSION 
REPORT # I  

-QUESTION ANSWERS 
FROM PREVIOUS NET 

TIOMS FOR THE -SUBMISSION OF QUESTIONS NEXT NET 
FOR THE NEXT NET 

-QUESTION ANSWERS FROM 
PREVIOUS NET 

-SUBMISSION OF QUES- 
TIONS FOR NEXT NET -ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM -ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM 

NET LISTENERS NET LISTENERS 
-MET CLOSING -SUBMISSION OF QUEST I ON$ 

FOR THE NEXT NET 
-ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM 

NET LISTENERS -ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM 
NET LISTENERS -NET CLOSING -NET CLOSING -SWAP/CHECKIN 

-SWAP/CHECKI N 
-NET CLOSING 

-NET CLOSING 

EDITOR'S NOTE: PAGE 9 and 10 ARE ATTACHMENTS TO THE ARTICLE ON PAGE 11 and 12 . 
It is necessary to put the attachments first so that the printer 
w i l l  have the bottom half of page 12 to put the mailing l a b e l .  
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NAME : 
HAIL STOP: 

JPL ARC W6VIO NET A C T I V I T Y  QUESTIONNAIRE 

(SEND TO RUSS DOW: 126-108) 

CALL SIGN : 
PHGNE W : 

NET A C T I V I T Y  SEGMENT AREAS "YES" I WILL VOLUNTEER! 

NET CONTROL STATION 

ASSISTANT NET CONTROL 

WESTLIMK TAPE PRESENTER 

ARRL REPDRT PRESENTER 

ARRL WESTERN D I V .  REPORT 

NASA TAPE PRESENTER 

OTHER AMATEUR REPORTS 

JPt CLUB A C T I V I T Y  REPORT 

DX/BAND CONDX REPORT 

JPL SPACE MISSION REPORTS 

XYL ACTIVITY REPORT 
NEWSLETTER REPORT (WGV 10) 

SATELL I J E  REPORTS 

JPL REPEATER REPORTS 

QUESTION/ANSWER SESSION LEADER 
NET LISTENER ANNOUNCEMENT LEADER 

SWAP/CHECKIN LEADER 
OTHER SUGGESTED SEGMENT AREAS 

RESPOSNIBILITY 



PAGE 11 

J PL W6V I0 NET REACT I VAT 1 ON 

W6VT.O CALLING MARCH 1986 

A significant number of JPL ARC members and non-club members have 
expressed their feelings regarding the reactivation of the W 6 V I O  Tuesday 
evening information net. They would like to see the net back on the air 
again! 

Because of this interest some preliminary ground work is taking place to 
reactivate the net. I have been asked to come up with a reimplementation 
plan and to act initially a s  net control until it gets back on its fee t  
again. This I'm willing to do,  but I solicit your help. Me all need t o  
work together  t o  make the net a successful operat ion once again l 

I fee l  that the goal o f  this reimplementation should be to provide net 
activities which JPL club members and the amateur community in general 
would take pride in. These activities also should stimulate everyone to 
take part in the net while being rewarded in the process. 

For this to happen, loyal support is required from our club members and 
a reformatting of the net activi t ies i s  probably required. F r o m  what I 
have been told, there is plenty of interest i n  net participation by non JPL 
club members if the net  activity format is structured to a 1  low i t .  The 
letters JPL alone stimulate curiosity about the high tech. space programs 
going on at the lab. Our net should provide some of this information on 
a continuing basis. And, as it has done so well in the past, it should 
continue to provide the latest subject matter related to amateur radio. 

Regarding all this, here are some ideas I've come up with  for a new net 
format. I solicit your suggestions/comments and would l ike to know if you 
are willing to participate in the net operations by vo1unteerir.g t o  be 
responsible for the duties related to one of the proposed net activities. 

Instead o f  t h e  net taking place on Tuesday evening, let's try it on 
Thursday night  at 8 p.m. Then maybe most of us will have a bit more time 
to contribute since the hectic beginning of the week is aver with. Let's 
sti 11 use t h e  .04 WGVIO repeater, but when s h u t t l e  audio or other special 
events are using t h a t  machine we will use t h e  .08 WB6IEA/R machine. In 
both cases the timers will be disabled  so that the net activities can  take 
place without undue interruptions. A generalized weekly net format can 
be fol lowed but most of t h e  major information segments (except West Link 
tape and a couple others) need only be presented once a month. T h i s  
scheduling should make it a bit easier on those who volunteer to take the 
responsibility o f  a specific net activity. They will only be obligated 
to present information once a month. There are enough t o t a l  net segments 
scheduled (see proposed schedule which follows) to keep the net busy 
each Thursday night .  

Each net segment wi 11 have two persons assigned t h e  responsibi 1 ity 
for making sure that their area is presented on the proper net evening 
(a primary and secondary presenter). The assigned "team" wi 11 be respon- 
sible to itself and to the net for  making sure that someone obtains the 
segment information and then actually shows up to handle t h e  presentation 
at the right time. 
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When all the major net presentation areas are completed, the net wi l l be 
open to its listeners. They will be given an opportunity to submit their 
questions about the lab and its space mission activities.  The questions 
w i l l  be recorded by the net control, or by a volunteer. If poss ib le ,  the  
answers will be provided during t h e  next regular net operation during the 
segment provided for t h a t  activity. 

Following the Q/A net activity all participants w i l l  have an opportunity 
to make amateur radio related announcements. These might i nc lude subjects 
related to their c lub  meetings and guest speakers, special band activities 
or openings, T hunts, swap meets, public service activities, emergency 
operations, or other subjects. 

The f i n a l  net activity each evening will be a "swap session'" The net 
will be opened for checkins and their swap related information. Anyone who 
checks in can 1 ist (through net control ) amateur radio items they have for 
sale, trade, or give away. They can also list items which they are Iooking 
for in hopes t h a t  someone listening may have tha t  item. Everyone listening 
will be encouraged to check in, even if its just to say '%helloH. 

These three net areas, Q/A, general announcements, and swap, wi 11 g i v e  
everyone a chance to participate and will also provide us with information 
about how many participants we have. 

The previous paragraphs contain some of my ideas (using some inputs from 
others) reIated t o  starting up the new JPL ARC W G V I O  weekly net. I know 
that I probably have missed a few things that you know of  that would make 
the net even better. If you have suggestions please let me know. All 
inputs will be taken into consideration before a final schedule is prepared 
and a starting date is determined. Your comments can be placed on the 
following questionnaire. 

In order to make this net  operation successful, I need your help. Please 
fill in the questionaire and indicate which net activity area(s) ycu feel 
you can contribute to. Forward the  information to Russ Dow (WA6JCK), at 
mail stop 126-108.1 will get back to you regarding your inputs as soon as 
I can. L e t ' s  see if we can bring back a net that all of us can be proud of. 

Thanks f o r  vour hela. and 73. BrianJKWGJ 

MAILING LABEL SHOWLD GO BELOW THIS LIKE. 
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