
 

W6VIO Calling 
 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory Amateur Radio Club 
PO Box 820, La Canada CA 91012-0820 

Volume 32, Issue 5  July-August 2003 

Contents 
Meeting Notice    1 
President’s Column    1 
Calendar of Events    1 
Club Meetings    2 
Field Day, Station and DX News  3 
Field Day Scrap Book   4 
Treasurer’s Reports    5 

Meeting Notice 

T 
By Mike 

he August General Meeting of the JPL Amateur Radio 
Club will be held August 11th at noon in 238-543.  The 
July JPLARC Board Meeting will be held July 23rd in 

233-305J.  Everyone is welcome to attend – bring your lunch 
if you want.     

Tope, W4EF 

President’s Column 

I 
By Jon

f you missed the first part of the South Atlantic Islands 
DXpedition video, you really missed a great show.  Mike 
Tope will be showing the second part during the July gen-

eral meeting.  Mike claims it is as good as the first part.  It 
should be fun!  Please join us. 

athan Cameron, KF6RTA 

Special thanks are due to Bob Polanksy, Jay Holladay, Walt 
Mushagian, and many others for a great job on field day.  My 
wife Janet (KG6JNO) and I were up there on Saturday and things 
ran very smoothly.  The food was great and it was very warm, 
although was usually reasonably comfortable in the shade.  The 
club competed as “2A LAX”.  That is smaller than usual, but that 
made it easier to set up and run which made it more pleasant for 
everyone.  Thanks again to Bob for a great job. 
We are still trying to resolve our status as a club here at JPL 
and how we can participate with the Emergency Operation 
Center on training and preparedness exercises.  That process 

will probably take another month or two and is being ad-
dressed by various legal and bureaucratic organizations here 
and at Caltech. You may have heard rumors that we have 
changed our club name to the “JPL Amateur Radio Associa-
tion”.  Almost true.  In order to resolve our club status im-
passe, we were encouraged to rename ourselves as anything 
other than a “club”.   
So we voted to do that in the May general meeting.  But 
changing the club name isn’t that easy!  We didn’t do it the 
right way, according to the club by-laws.  So we are still the 
“JPL Amateur Radio Club”.  This is just as well, considering 
the many things that would have to be changed!  We will talk 
more about this at the July general meeting. 
I’m working on a few general meeting ideas for August and 
beyond.  I’m leaning towards doing some informational 
things, such as a talk on how cell phones work.  I also think 
it would be fun to do some hands-on activity with the club, 
perhaps some small (but fun!) electronics project.  If you 
have suggestions, please send me your thoughts 
(Jonathan.M.Cameron@jpl.nasa.gov or 818-354-1189).    

President:  Jonathan Cameron, KF6RTA  4-1189 Emer. Comm. Mgr: Christopher Carson, KE6ABQ   3-3888 
Vice President:  Christopher Carson, KE6ABQ 3-3888 W6VIO Trustee :     Bob Polansky, N6ET,               4-4940 
Secretary:   Robb Frederickson, W1EEL     4-2105 W6JPL Trustee:       Eric Archer, N6CV,                  4-7350 
Treasurer:  Chuck Sarture, KG6NF,          4-2706 WR6JPL Trustee:    Randy Hammock, KC6HUR  
Director at Large: Bob Dengler, NO6B         4-9620 WR6AZN Trustee:  Bill Wood,  W6FXJ,       760-256-9576  

Calendar of Events 
July 19 [CMRA Hamfest, Cal Poly, Pomona, 7 AM] 
July 23 Board Meeting, Noon - 233-305J 
July 26 [TRW Swap meet, Redondo Beach] 
August 2 [Fontana Swap Meet, A. B. Miller HS, Fontana] 
August 13 General Meeting, Noon - 238-543 
August 16 [CMRA Hamfest, Cal Poly, Pomona, 7 AM] 
August 27 Board Meeting, Noon - 233-305J 
August 30 [TRW Swap meet, Redondo Beach] 
September 6 [Fontana Swap Meet, A. B. Miller HS, Fontana] 
September 10 General Meeting, Noon - 238-543 
September 20 [CMRA Hamfest, Cal Poly, Pomona, 7 AM] 
September 24 Board Meeting, Noon - 233-305J 
September 27 [TRW Swap meet, Redondo Beach] 
October 4 [Fontana Swap Meet, A. B. Miller HS, Fontana] 
October 8 General Meeting, Noon - 238-543 

Permission to copy is granted provided that credit is given to “W6VIO Calling” 
JPL Amateur Radio Club Home Page: http://jplarc.ampr.org/ 

mailto:Jonathan.M.Cameron@jpl.nasa.gov
http://jplarc.ampr.org/
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Club Meetings It was determined that the members vote on June 11, 2003, to 
change the name of the club, was not in effect because club 
bylaws were not followed.  The bylaws require that to change 
the Club’s name a motion be made in a meeting, then pub-
lished and distributed to everyone, followed by a vote on the 
motion at a later meeting.  The BOD felt it to be unwise to 
change the name, despite having voted for it as individual 
members, and planned to offer a motion at the next general 
meeting to table the motion of a club name change.   

By Robb Frederickson, W1EEL  
General Meeting, June 11, 2003 

T his meeting was held in the JPL Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC), Building 310 (The Fire Station).  The 
meeting was called to order by President Jonathan 

Cameron at 12:05.   
Robb Frederickson reported on conversations with Susanne 
Bradfield (JPL) in which she indicated that the EOC and JPL-
ARC relationship is a topic on the agenda of JPL management.  
She thought that perhaps the OGC (Caltech Lawyers) will 
come up with better guidelines, and that the guidelines might 
create something like an auxiliary in the EOC that the JPL-
ARC will assist in staffing with volunteers.   

The Agenda was a talk on the EOC and the Radio Club par-
ticipation in EOC operations, presented by Eric Fuller, EOC 
director.  Eric first indicated that a JPL club cannot be an offi-
cial JPL entity, yet the assistance provided by the club to the 
EOC is listed as an official EOC activity.   
This comment degenerated into a discussion of semantics and 
a proposal that if we didn’t call ourselves a club, then we 
could be official.  In the heat of thinking that we can outsmart 
the lawyers, a motion was made, seconded and passed that We 
hereby rename the club to JPL Amateur Radio Association.  
No further business transpired.   

On the JPL-ARC side there will be a representative such as 
what Chris Carson is now doing, and a list of JPL-ARC folks 
specifically identified to serve in the volunteer auxiliary.  
Susan plans to work on these issues this summer, jointly with 
Eric Fuller.   The meeting improved from that point with an excellent de-

scription of EOC plans and operations, and the manner in 
which amateur radio operators can help.  The EOC is an offi-
cial part of the Fire Department, and the JPL ARC is identified 
in their planning documents.  

Bob Dengler and Chris Carson presented issues with the re-
peaters and the EOC equipment.  No repeater actions were 
taken.  The meeting finished at 12:50.  
Security for the club's computers was discussed, but no con-
clusions were obtained. Eric indicated that perhaps the most value provided by hams is 

their experience at cool-headed communications as they stay 
off the air until they have a concise and helpful message to 
send (not 59 LAX).   Well, Eric, we will try.  He plans to place 
a ham with an emergency operation in the field to communi-
cate back to EOC where another ham will operate the base 
station.   

The spending plan was modified as follows by motion and 
voice vote with all in favor: 
A.  Delete the purchase of the FT-100.   Instead, spend equal 
funds (approx $ 1-k.) to:  
1. Update the 220 and 440 repeaters on Cerra Negro, and the 
220 and 440 repeaters on the Mesa with small improvements 
and with DTMF control of power on/off.   We would be trained to help perform Hazard Triage, i.e.: 

search for, identify and assess damage, danger and injury in 
the immediate aftermath of a disaster event.  He would like to 
have a key cadre of us on-call, ready to man the EOC and field 
operations ASAP when called.   

2. The repeaters will have similar PL tones, etc. so that users 
won't see them as different from each other.   
3. The DTMF capabilities allow the control ops to choose 
which repeater pair is on the air, thus one pair is a back-up of 
the other pair.   

Eric plans to implement the organizational structure this sum-
mer and to have a training exercise.  In that manner we would 
free up some trained Fire Department personnel to do first aid 
and further hazard assessment.  Many questions and comments 
prompted lively discussions.  It was an interesting and infor-
mative meeting.   

4. Control ops can then use DTMF to choose the active re-
peater-pair for a specific application.  This will improve cov-
erage of events such as the recent JPL/Caltech EOC tests where 
one repeater location provided poor coverage at Caltech. 

Attendees:  Jonathan Cameron, Scott Nolte, Robb 
Frederickson, Walter Mushagian, Bob Polansky, Chris Car-
son, Bob Stiver, Doug Hall, Bob Dengler, Eric Fuller, Phil 
Barnes-Roberts, Carlos Ulloa (FD) and Chris Munroe (FD).   

B.  Delete expenditures for a shack microwave oven.  We now 
have one. 
Randy Hammock's access to the lab has been curtailed.  But 
he is needed to help with on-lab facilities.  Bob Polansky took 
an action item to try to solve the problem. The meeting ended at 13:05 

Board of Directors Meeting, June 25, 2003   Bob Dengler has obtained some line filters to possibly solve 
the line noise problem with the battery chargers on the 440 
repeater.  He plans to incorporate this and other improvements 
to the repeaters.     

Jonathan Cameron, President, called the meeting to order at 
12:10 in bldg 161-230.   
Bob Polansky reported on field day plans, and requested 
worker assistance for loading things on the vans.  The BOD 
voted to support field day in the usual manner and authorized 
Bob to act accordingly with Field Day funds donations and 
expenditures.    
Newsletter Deadline: 
Friday, August 29 for the September issue of W6VIO Calling.  Your arti-
cles, ads, photos, diagrams, letters to the editor, or technical material 
should be submitted to the editor via email (bill.wood@mindspring.com)
or regular mail to: Bill Wood, 31094 Hemlock Ave, Barstow, CA 92311. 

mailto:mbill.wood@mindspring.com
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Field Day, W6VIO 
Station, and DX News 

More importantly, we kept our station assets busy for the en-
tire 24-hour period, and had lots of time to visit, tell war sto-
ries, and just kick back.  Anyone who didn’t join us this year 
missed a great time. 
On the local front, we obtained the parts needed to repair our 
R-7000 antenna and rebuilt same.  The repaired antenna 
structure is tied to the main tower at the lower antenna site 
awaiting installation on the top of the water tower.  Perhaps 
we can put together a work party later this month to erect the 
R-7000 and do any needed touch-up tuning.   

By Bob Polansky, N6ET 

T he team of W6VIO and W6UE operated Field Day last 
weekend from the top of Mount Gleason overlooking 
the Los Angeles area in addition to points to the west, 

north and east.  In fact, one can look in all directions from that 
location and see the land below!   For the first time, we powered up the W6VIO shack with our 7 

kilowatt diesel generator and actually successfully transmitted 
and received using that power source.  An incompatibility was 
discovered with the UPS protecting the computer network.  It, 
for reasons still unknown, doesn’t like the power it sees from 
the generator and it stays on its internal battery when powered 
from that source.  This problem is being addressed next week 
by the JPL Computer Networking Organization (I hope). 

This year, we had a more “laid back” operation, including 
only one tower trailer and a collection of non-optimum lower 
gain antennas, than usual.  In spite of that, out QSO total was 
on the order of 2900 as compared with last year’s QSO total of 
about 2990 using two more transmitters!  Guess there’s 
something I don’t understand about the benefits of “laid 
back”.   

According to both QRZ DX and The Weekly DX lower sunspot 
numbers than we’ve been used to for the last several years 
have not drastically slowed down the number of DXpeditions 
taking place and being planned.  Only a short list follows so I 
can write my thoughts in response to the FCC Notice of In-
quiry regarding their desire to encourage broadband transmis-
sions over the power lines (BPL). 

The food was excellent, thanks to the leadership of Chef Walt 
(Mushagian) as well as an excellent Carnitas dinner prepared 
by Chef Carl (De Silveira).  The temperature at night was 
comfortably cool; however, it was quite hot during the day. 
We were well protected from the sun by the huge “circus tent” 
and a number of fans.   
For the first time in JPL ARC history (as remembered by 
N6ET) we came close to running out of water at Field Day.  I 
didn’t think it was even remotely possible.  The bugs were out 
in force and kept the entire crew active shooing them away.  
The bug-tight operating tents did much to protect the operators 
and a welcome breeze on Sunday also helped greatly. 

BOTSWANA – Not sure you’ll get this in time, but A25FV, 
NI, and NN will be the calls used from now through 6 July on 
this all band, both phone and CW operation. 
LESOTHO – After their A25 activity, from 7 through 12 July, 
the same group will operate from 7P-land.  Calls will be 
7P8NI, NN, and NR.  This will also be an all band, phone and 
CW operation.  Yet another group will operate from here from 
18 through 25 July.  Don’t have calls for this group.  Just lis-
ten above or below the QRM! 

During Field Day, 20 meters yielded the most QSO’s followed 
closely by 40 and 15 meters.  75 meters netted over 100 con-
tacts with 80 CW being almost totally void of activity.  10 
meters wasn’t even attempted by the HF stations due to poor 
band conditions and the incredible productivity on the other 
bands.  6 meters, 2 meters, 220 MHz and 440 MHz each net-
ted welcome contacts.   

MARKET REEF – Look for OJ0U operating from this rela-
tively rare outpost from 10 through 14 July. 
SAINT PAUL ISLAND – Keep an ear open for CY9A, which 
will liven up the bands from 24 July through 2 August, give or 
take a couple days because of possible weather problems.  160 
meter through 6 meter operation is planned. 

The GOTA station saw lots of activity on 40 through 10 me-
ters phone, making well over the 100 QSO’s needed to earn 
the 100 bonus points.  All this using an R-7000 vertical an-
tenna.  On the order of six operators saw air time on the 
GOTA station including at least one non-ham.   

SAINT PIERRE – If you still need an “FP”, keep watch for 
FP/K9OT who plans to be active from 27 July through 5 Au-
gust. Warren Dowler even collected 5 solar power contacts power-

ing his low power rig from a solar panel array, earning another 
100 bonus points.  We haven’t totaled up the final score for 
this year’s Field Day, but it should be about the same as last 
year’s score.   

That’s it for now.  Make the most you can out of the sunspots 
that remain.  They won’t be there for long.  Refurbish your 
low band antennas, since those bands will come into their own 
as the solar flux decreases.  Better yet, drop by the W6VIO 
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shack (after we rebuild it following Field Day) and play with the 
low band station there, not to mention the other three stations in 
the shack.  Contact me, Bob Polansky, at JPL Extension 44940 if 
you need to be checked out on the equipment/antennas or if you 
need a key to the shack.  Until next month, may the DX gods 
shine favorably upon you.   ■ 

 

Field Day Scrapbook 
Photos by Dennis Dina, Michael Dina and KF6RTA  

 

Early Saturday Morning on Mount Gleason 
 

 
Chow Down 40-Meter and Tri-band Beams on the Tower Trailer 

 

 
Operating Tent Lineup 

 
N6ET and Helper Secure Tower Guy Rope 
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View south from Mount Gleason 

Treasurer’s Reports Bob Polansky racking up Q’s 
 By Chuck Sarture, KG6NF 

May, 2003 
  
 General Club Account  
 Beginning of Month Balance: $3,625.55 
Income: 
 No Income This Month $0.00 
 Total Income: $0.00 
Expenses: 
 Parts for K9AY Loop Array $116.11 
 Total Expenses: $116.11 
 End of Month Balance: $3,509.44 
   
 Emergency Communications Account  
 Beginning of Month Balance: $1,843.05 
Income: 
 No Income This Month $0.00 
 Total Income: $0.00 
Expenses: 
 Parts to Rebuild Cushcraft R7000 $184.09 
 Total Expenses: $184.09 
 End of Month Balance: $1,658.96 
   
June, 2003 
  
 General Club Account  
 Beginning of Month Balance: $3,509.44 
Income: 
 Memberships $119.00 
  Total Income: $119.00 
Expenses: 
 No Expenses This Month $0.00 
  Total Expenses: $0.00 
  End of Month Balance: $3,628.44 
    
  Emergency Communications Account  
  Beginning of Month Balance: $1,843.05 
Income: 
 No Income This Month $0.00 
  Total Income: $0.00 
Expenses: 
 Items for JPL Radio Club support to JPL Emer-

gency Ops Center (EOC): 
 

  Comet CX-333 UHF Antenna $179.99 
  Comet CFX-324B Triplexer $89.99 
  Kenwood UT-440S Module $299.99 
  Shipping/Freight $10.99 
  Total Expenses: $580.96 
  End of Month Balance: $1,262.09 

 

 
Carl DeSilveira working contacts 

 
 

 
Marty Woll doing his regular yeoman duty 



 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory Amateur Radio Club 
PO Box 820 
La Canada, CA 91012-0820 

 

 
           First Class Mail 
 

 

JPL ARC Repeaters  
Pasadena:  
WR6JPL 147.15 MHz (+) PL 131.8 Open 
WR6JPL 224.08 MHz (–) PL  156.7 Open 
WR6JPL 224.70 MHz (–) Closed Autopatch 
WR6JPL 445.20 MHz (–) PL 103.5 Open 
W6JPL-1 145.09 MHz    Packet Node/BBS 
W6JPL-1 223.54 MHz    Packet Node/BBS 
Table Mountain:  
WR6AZN 145.28 MHz (–) PL 131.8 Open 
WR6AZN 223.96 MHz (–) PL 156.7 Open 
WR6AZN 447.20 MHz (–) PL 94.8 Open 

 


