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• QST, QST, QST:  Regular Membership Meeting to be held Friday, Feb 28th at Noon in 180-703C (Telephone call-in: 

818-354-3434 ID-7373). Guest speaker: Jim Marr AA6QI who will discuss JPLARC equipment location and 
operational status. 

                

In this issue: 
This issue covers activities through early January 2014.  
• 2014 Dues are now overdue. 
• President’s message. 
• January regular membership meeting. 
• Recent Board of Directors meetings (1/31 & 2/14). 
• JPL EOC HF Station Up and Running, except… 
• Emergency communications. 
• Soliciting JPLARC committee members. 
• How to sign up for the JPLARC email reflector. 
• For Sale. 
• Future membership meetings & speaker topics. 

2014 Dues are Overdue: 
By Jim Marr AA6QI  

The JPLARC Bylaws provide that annual membership 
dues are to be paid by January 31st of the year.  So far we 
have 36 dues-current members for 2014, with several 2013 
members not yet having rejoined for 2014.  If you do 
intend to join or renew for 2014, please complete the 
membership application form located on the jplarc web-
site at http://jplarc.ampr.org/applic.pdf and submit it 
with your annual dues to Rob Smith either in person at a 
meeting or at the mail address in the upper left corner of 
the application.  We look forward to having your partic-
ipation in the club. 

President’s Message: 
By Steve Townes WB4ILW  
I must say that my first month as President has been very 
enjoyable and instructive.  Many of you I work with on a 
regular basis but it is enjoyable to connect with you on the 
amateur radio level.  I have enjoyed meeting the JPL hams 
with whom I have not previously had the pleasure of 
working.  My educational process concerning the many 
facets of the club has only just begun.  I have had many 
enjoyable conversations with various club members 
about history and how they see the future of the club.  I 
have had the grand tour of our existing operating 
positions/locations and I have learned a lot about the 
current status of the club--members, equipment, 
repeaters, etc. 
I can't say enough about how our past President and 
current Director at Large, Jim Marr, AA6QI, has helped 
me get acquainted with the many aspects of the club.  Jim 
continues to be a big motivational factor for all of us in 
the club.   
I would also like to thank Eric Archer, N6CV, and Bill 
Weber, N6CI, our past Vice President and Director and 
Large respectively for their service to the club and con-
tinued support.  And, of course, I couldn't do it without 
the current "management team" and I thank them for their 
continued involvement since most of them were on the 
team last year--and some many years before that. 

 

http://jplarc.ampr.org/applic.pdf
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The club is still in a rebuilding process both from the 
perspective of our facilities and our membership.  I en-
courage all of you to come to our meetings and help us in 
this rebuilding process.  There are many ways for you to 
participate and help us grow.  After all, the club will 
ultimately reflect who we are and what we desire to get out 
of it.  Thanks for your support. 

 January 17th Regular 
Membership Meeting: 
By Rob Smith W6GRV, edited by Jim Marr AA6QI  
Present were: Bob Cesarone WA9JIB, Walt Ciszczon† 
KK6DUL, Jorge Gonzalez KI6BJR, Jim Lux† W6RMK, Mark 
Lysek† AG6TD, Dayton Jones† K6DJ, Len Reder† KB6DVG, 
Rob Smith†* W6GRV, Jan Tarsala† WB6VRN, Steve Townes†* 
WB4ILW, Bill Weber† N6CI. 
On the phone were: Bob Dengler NO6B, Jim Marr†* AA6QI, 
and Walt Mushagian† K6DNS. 
Note: † indicates a regular member, and * Indicates BOD 
member.  For a regular meeting quorum, the JPLARC 
Bylaws require a majority of the BOD and at least five other 
regular members, so we were one BOD member short of a 
quorum. 
Our new club president, Steve Townes WB4ILW, introduced 
himself and the members of the new Board of Directors. 
Steve gave a presentation showing: 
1. The former officers, new officers and current JPL ARC 
committees. 
2. That there are a lot of committees and a lot of positions we 
would like to fill.  Will be looking at the committees that we 
have, which we need to staff, and which are no longer 
needed. 
3. That there are newly revised club bylaws (see the Jan 2014 
issue of W6VIO Calling at 
http://jplarc.ampr.org/calling/2014/Jan2014.pdf). 
Steve mentioned that one of the top items on his list was to 
have a place where the club could be active on the air. 
Jim Marr has renewed our club affiliation with the 
ARRL.  The JPL amateur radio club is once again an active 
affiliated club listed with the ARRL. 
JPL ARC Treasurer's report for December 2013: 

Beginning Balance:  $ 2,458.71 
Deposits:                   $    120.00 
Withdrawals:            $     28.00  (Mike Tope - $58 
for PO Box, less $30 for 2012 – 2014 dues) 
Ending Balance:       $ 2,550.71 

A proposal was made to sell some items of JPL ARC 
equipment. A specific list of JPL owned items was displayed 
as part of Steve’s presentation. Discussion included 
wanting to give club members the opportunity to identify 
individual items on the list that the club should retain. 
 

Discussion:  Can items be individually saved from this 
list?  Yes, it is ok to edit the list.  
Motion was made by Jim Lux and seconded by Bill Weber 
to distribute the list to the club membership for their 
approval with the opportunity to identify individual 
items on the list for the club to retain.  If one or more 
individuals identify any one or more items that should be 
retained, that item will be removed from the list.  If the 
majority of the voting eligible members approve selling 
the items, all items other than items that are identified to 
be retained, will be sold. The club secretary is to send the 
list out for a vote on the club e-mail reflector. 
Steve passed along his thanks and appreciation to the 
outgoing officers, Jim Marr & Eric Archer & Bill Weber, 
for all there hard work in getting the club restarted, as 
well as to all those involved. 
Guest Speaker: Rob Smith W6GRV discussing the results 
from the JPLARC Field Day Survey that was sent out in 
December. 
The list of Field Day Survey questions was: 
1. Goals for JPLARC Field Day 2014. Pick any two: 

• Contesting 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Increase Participation / Recruit Members 
• Learn new skills / Demonstrate specific aspects 
• Public outreach / Lab awareness 
• Social activity / picnic / camping 
• Other (fill in the blank). 

2. Preferred Location. Pick 1: 
• At JPL 
• Near JPL 
• With another Club (their FD site) 
• Mountains 

3. Any additional comments (fill in the blank). 
Figures 1 through 4 present the results of the survey, 
including the recommendation from the Field Day 
Committee itself (Figure 3). 

 
Figure 1: Survey Results for “Goals for Field Day”.  
Numbers reflect 17 total responses, each of which was 
asked to pick two. 

http://jplarc.ampr.org/calling/2014/Jan2014.pdf
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Figure 2: Survey Results for "Preferred Location." 

 
Figure 3: Field Day Committee Recommendation 

 

Figure 4: Survey results Summary 

The presentation package contained a section with sup-
plemental information that included a schedule of activi-
ties leading up to Field Day and a list of Field Day plan-
ning considerations. 

Motion was made by Jim Lux and seconded by Bill Weber 
to take the next step toward exploring having a combine 
field day with the Caltech club.  Field day committee 
chair was to take the action to discuss the commitment 
with the Caltech club. 

Action was requested of the Field day committee to look 
at retaining the Mt. Gleason field day permit as an option 
for next year, 2015. Rob Smith accepted the action to look 
into extending the permit. Note: Permit has been issued 
out of the Little Tujunga Forestry Station in the past. It 
expired sometime last year, and has not been used since 
the station fire. 

If you would like to help with Field Day preparations, 
please contact Rob Smith W6GRV as soon as possible so 

you can get the job you would like to have before some-
one else gets it.  We look forward to your participation in 
this year’s Field Day event. 

Meeting ended at 1:00 PM 

BOD Meeting Jan 31st 
By Courtney Duncan N5BF, edited by Jim Marr AA6QI 

Called to order by Steve Townes*, WB4ILW, 12:10 

Present:  Chuck Sarture* KG6NF, Bill Weber N6CI, Jan 
Tarsala WB6VRN, Jim Lux W6RMK, Courtney Duncan* 
N5BF, Jim Marr* AA6QI, Bob Cesarone WA9JIB, 
Phone:  Chris Carson* KE6ABQ.   

A BOD quorum is present. 

Tarsala is representing the repeaters committee. 

Agenda for today: 
  Budget 
  List of equipment 
  Rob Smith has too many assignments 
  Speaker list 
  Committee chairs 

Equipment list for sale - approved at general membership 
meeting 1/17/14 to go out for vote.  Marr will put it out 
for e-mail vote. [ed. Approval to sell received from voting 
members.]  

Budget discussion - based on budget spreadsheet pro-
jected by Townes. 

Reviewed item-by-item, discussed club priorities. 

Some items may be covered by Will Michael's emergency 
communications funds. 

Emerging Priorities: 
  Internet Services 
  Improve repeater coverage 
  Field Day 

Jim Lux proposed some additional items as follows: 
- Put PC in box 35A on mesa to - about $500 
- 1.5 GHz’ Wi-Fi antennas to get down to roof of 180 -$160 
- 802.11 for Wi-Fi in 180 not in budget - not added pend-
ing resolution of internet drop to 35A.  Tarsala has a re-
quest in to JPL network people for that drop.  Conduit is 
there.  Maybe just need wires.  Lux:  There's pipe and a 
pull rope from 35 to 35A. 
  Uses for this computer in 35A: 
    - Reprogram repeaters 
    - Remote access to HF rig at that site 
    - ISS audio (twisted pair is gone) 

Discussed possible improvements to the repeaters and 
referred back to the repeater committee to come up with 
a plan/schedule/budget.  Have a discussion with Stan 
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Sander about using his facility on Mt. Wilson for remote 
receivers. 

Discussed the need for upgraded computers in 180-R6 
and possibly having club website and mailing list hosted 
outside, i.e., by Google or Yahoo.  Internet Services 
committee to address these. 

Marr moved and Duncan seconded to take the budget as 
amended to the membership 2/28/14 for a vote.  Townes 
will forward the budget to the list for review. 

Note:  Once approved, deviations from the budget by > 
15% will require a vote of the membership. 

Overload of Rob Smith: 
  Secretary's duties have just been increased by member-
ship management. 
  Rob is also Field Day and Program chair. 
  Ideas: 
  - February speaker not lined up.  Marr agreed to do 
February meeting 2/28/14 on club inventory. 
  - Committee then has time to work March and next 
several programs. 
  - Adjust leadership in the Field Day committee? 
  - Delegate membership maintenance? 
Conclusion: Continue working on how to offload Rob. 

13:10 meeting ended  

BOD Meeting Feb 14th 
By Courtney Duncan N5BF, edited by Jim Marr AA6QI 

Attended:  Duncan* N5BF, Marr* AA6QI, Nasrat Raouf 
K1NAR, Sarture* KG6NF, Smith* W6GRV, Tarsala 
WB6VRN, Townes* WB4ILW, Weber N6CI; 
Phone:  Carson* KE6ABQ 
*BoD Member.  A quorum is present. 

The 26 bi-weekly phone meeting reservations made last 
year was found to have expired and was renewed. 

Steve Townes, WB4ILW, called to order at 1206 hrs. 

- Budget Voting.  Currently Bob Smith has 10 responses 
"yes."  Voting closes 2/21 with a simple majority of those 
voting required for passage.  There are currently 28 vot-
ing members. 

- Sale of Equipment Items Voting:  19 approve out of 28 
possible.  Mike Tope, W4EF was concerned about the 
Dentron as it is the only club amplifier that runs on 110 
VAC.  The generator at 173 supplies 240 but that voltage 
is not wired into the shack so would have to run a 
chord.  Can't use high power with existing antenna at 
B173, excepting small, low SWR portions of the lower 
bands where most emergency activity would be.  Smith, 
W6VIO Trustee, doesn't see the Dentron being useful to 
the club in likely operational or support situations.  BOD 
decision: the Dentron remains on the sale list. 

Marr has offers for roughly $500 worth of the for-sale 
items.  Bidding is blind.  Will wait until 2/20 to tally final 
vote.  Bids accepted up until 2/28.  Remainders can go to 
W6TRW Swap meet, 7AM to Noon, last Saturday of any 
month. Weber volunteered to go to the Swap meet for an 
hour. 

- Membership cards.  Smith has them printed on card 
stock and filled out from the current membership 
list.  Will pass out at next general membership meeting 
2/28/14.  Townes volunteers to help pass them out at the 
meeting and afterwards. 

- Speakers:  Marr will speak at 2/28 meeting about the 
club equipment inventory.  No one listed yet for 
March.  Wants to have a March speaker before publishing 
newsletter 2/23/14. 

- Field Day.  Rob Smith has discussed with Kate 
Hutton.  No response from the Caltech Club (W6UE) on 
possibly partnering.  W6VIO and W6UE last collaborated 
on FD at Caltech in 2010.  Next step is to approach is La 
Crescenta or Pasadena Club.  La Crescenta club goes to 
Deukmejian Park at the top of Dunsmore, La 
Crescenta.  Pasadena club goes to the Art Center parking 
lot.  Some JPLARC members went to the Pasadena FD 
(W6KA) last year.  Plan to discuss at general membership 
meeting whether to go with La Crescenta or Pasadena 
club.  Marr suggests using the FEMA/NIMS ICS 
structure to set up for FD.  Smith is hoping to use the 
Comm Van.  Will need to coordinate whatever we do 
with the partnering club.  FD is four months away. 

- Committee Chairs.  Marr suggests contacting people 
who are on current committees to see if they want to 
continue then let them elect their own chairs.  Can't tell if 
anyone ever published committee chair names in VIO 
Calling, though our jplarc web site “who we are” page 
says we do.  See slide 4 of 1/17/2014 presentation general 
membership meeting for 2013 committee list.  Add 
Townes to facilities committee.  Marr wants to get JEARS 
going and encourage Will Michael to renew his club 
membership.  Scott Howe is in training to be the 
WR6AZN trustee. At this time it is still Bill Wood.  In-
ternet services - the Wiki is dead.  Duncan recommends 
priorities:  Repeater, because it has facilities that are on 
the air; Facilities, because we will soon be required to 
relocate from 173; Internet Services, because it is our 
online presence. 

JPL ARC Treasurer's report for January 2014: 
Beginning Balance:   $ 2,550.71 
Deposits:                +  $    155.00 - membership dues 
Withdrawals:           - $       0.00 
Ending Balance:        $ 2,705.71 
    73, Chuck KG6NF 

Nasrat suggested sending out a notice about committees 
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to membership before meeting where it will be discussed. 
Townes - We should send out the whole agenda in 
advance. 

Jan Tarsala, three topics: 

1 - on renewing membership in organizations - Dengler 
(out sick today) will discuss local coordination bod-
ies.  Club membership in AMSAT-NA is $80. 

2 - NASA HF authorizations.  Jan made himself POC with 
a NASA person who is consolidating frequency and 
station lists.  NASA participants expect to get expanded 
voice and data and ALE (automatic link establishment) 
authorizations. 

3 - Discussion with Stan Sander, N6MP.  About 90% of his 
concerns about ARC equipment on Mt. Wilson is about 
EMI from nearby transmitters in his science detectors.  Jan 
presented notional proposal for remote receivers at 222 
and 440 MHz at that location for better handheld 
coverage.  Receive-only on Mt. Wilson.  For transmitter 
coverage, we would increase power on the JPL Mesa.  It 
was a productive 60-75 minute discussion.  Scoped out 
rack space, antenna mounting, internet 
bandwidth.  Dengler is looking at hardware. Tarsala is 
working on Vocoders to get audio into the limited 
bandwidth.  Repeater Committee will make a proposal. 

Marr - antenna is installed on B310, the TS-850SAT is in 
310-106.  Very high noise levels on 80m (S9+30), 40m 
(S9+25) and 20m (S9).  Seemed OK on 15m and 
10m.  Could not hear K6DNS on local contact tests of 40 
& 80.  In B173 noise is S3.  Tarsala volunteered to help find 
noise source with portable spectrum analyzer. 

Ended at 1255 hrs. 

JPL EOC HF Station Up 
and Running, except… 
By Jim Marr AA6QI 

On Friday, February 7th, a small team of JPLARC mem-
bers completed the installation of the Alpha-Delta DX-CC 
fan dipole antenna (80m – 10m) on the roof of JPL 
building 310 and moved the Club’s Kenwood TS-850SAT 
into 310-106 adjacent to the Kenwood TM-642A triband 
VHF/UHF FM transceiver that was already there.  This 
gives us HF through 70cm capability (except 6m) in a 
room (310-106) immediately adjacent to the JPL 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and brings up our 
fourth HF station (the other three being in 173, 180-R6, 
and the Communications Van parked next to 310). 

Currently, there is a significant white noise problem on 
80m, 40m and 20m (S9+30, S9+20 and S9 respectively) 
that still needs to be tracked down and fixed before HF 

can be effectively used on those bands.  That’s what the 
“except…” in the title of this article is all about. 

Participants in setting up the antenna were: Chris Carson 
KE6ABQ, Walt Ciszczon KK6DUL, Jim Erickson N6PGC, 
Jim Marr AA6QI, Steve Townes WB4ILW, and Bill Weber 
N6CI.  Walt Mushagian K6DNS assisted from his QTH 
with on-air checkout after everything was up and 
running. 

Assembling the antenna was pretty simple (Figure-5).   
This involved spreading the plastic spacers evenly and 
pulling the 20m and 10m elements through the appro-
priate holes.  Then, short 6” pieces of wire were cut and 
wound on the top and bottom of the plastic spacers to 
hold them in place. 

 
Figure 5: Assembling the DX-CC Antenna.  Back to 
front: Steve Townes, Walt Ciszczon, Bill Weber & Jim 
Erickson. 

Previously, a fiberglass sidearm had been installed near 
the top of the tower with a halyard that was threaded 
through a pulley at the end of the sidearm and tied off at 
the base of the tower, making it easy to attach the DX-
CC’s center insulator (Figure-6) to one end of the halyard 
to raise the apex of the antenna. Also previously, non-
penetrating mounts were moved to the roof by the JPL 
Fire Department and only needed to be repositioned to 
provide tie points for the two ends of the antenna to form 
an inverted V installation. 
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Figure 6: Steve Townes & Jim Marr Playing with Fire 

Next, several cycles of measuring the SWR on all bands 
using our new Comet CAA-500 Antenna Analyzer (Fig-
ure-7), lowering the antenna, adjusting element lengths 
(Figure-8), raising again, and re-measuring SWR again. 

The final antenna configuration is shown in Figure-9.  
Note the 8-turn, 8” diameter balun below the antenna that 
is intended to keep RF off of the coax.  The balun is 
supported by a length of Dacron cord so that it’s weight 
is not supported by the PL-259 connector on the DX-CC’s 
center insulator.  The coax itself has snap hooks about 
every 6-ft that snap onto the halyard so that the coax does 
not blow around in the wind yet can still be raised and 
lowered with the antenna.  All coax connectors were 
wrapped with electrical tape, then Coax Seal, then 
another wrap of electrical tape.  The three layers provide 
water proofing without gumming up the connectors or 
leaving the Coax Seal exposed. 

 
Figure 7: Jim Erickson & Walt Ciszczon measuring the 
SWR using the Club's CAA-500 Antenna Analyzer. 

 
Figure 8: Jim Erickson & Bill Weber trimming one of the 
antenna arms with Walt Ciszczon in the background. 

While the installation was underway on the roof, Chris 
Carson was installing a PL-259 connector on the end of 
the coax in 310-106.  This was needed because the folks 
who pulled the coax from the roof to 310-106 had to cut 
the connector off of the cable in order to be able to pull it 
through the conduit.  This required Chris to work on the 
floor (Figure-10) because there was only about a foot of 
coax left coming of the wall under the desk. 
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Figure 9: The DX-CC installed as an inverted V with the 
apex at the sidearm on the building 310 tower.  
Orientation is NW to SE. 

 
Figure 10: Chris Carson installing a PL-259 on the end 
of the coax in 310-106. 

While Chris was still finishing up the connector installa-
tion and coax extension installation, Jim Erickson and Jim 
Marr moved the Club’s Kenwood TS-850SAT HF 
transceiver from building 173 to 310-106.  

Prior to hooking up the TS-850SAT, Jim Marr and Jim 
Erickson made one final set of antenna SWR measure-
ments from inside 310-106 (Figure-12).  The 2:1 SWR 
bandwidths are quite narrow, which may be a result of 
the antenna’s proximity to the grounded tower guy wires.  
Note also that the antenna elements are a bit long on 15m, 
which might be improved by raising the resonant 
frequency of 40m a little, although that’s a subject for a 
future work party. 

I (AA6QI) went back to 310-106 on February 20th to re-
check the SWRs using our new MFJ-731 SWR Analyzer 
Filter, which restricts the bandwidth going into the an-
tenna analyzer to prevent strong out-of-band signals 
from biasing the results.  The SWR was measured using 
both the CAA-500 as before but this time with the MFJ-
731, and also with my personal MFJ-259B Antenna Ana-
lyzer and the MFJ-731.  As you can see from Figure-12, 
using the MFJ-731 significantly improved the minimum 
SWR and 2:1 SWR bandwidth on all bands.  Unfortu-
nately, the high noise levels observed previously were 
still present. 

 
Figure 11: Chris Carson operating the Kenwood TS-
850SAT in 310-106.  A Kenwood TM-642A triband 
VHF/UHF FM transceiver is on top of the TS-850SAT. 

 
Figure 12: DX-CC tuning results.  Green is OK.  Yellow 
indicates that the SWR at that frequency is above 2:1.  
Red indicates that the SWR at that frequency is above 
4:1.  Note that on 80m, the SWR always > 2:1. 

Figure-11 shows Chris at the completed installation of the 
Kenwood TS-850SAT in 310-106.  Note the Kenwood TM-
642A tri-band VHF/UHF FM transceiver and power 
supply sitting on top of the TS-850SAT. 
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Finally, we did an on-the-air check with Walt Mushagian 
K6DNS who had been standing by all morning waiting to 
support us.  What we found was that Walt could hear us 
ok on all bands but on 80m and 40m the background noise 
levels were so high (S9+30 on 80m and S9+25 on 40m) that 
we could not hear Walt at all.  The noise was also a bit 
high on 20m (S9+a bit) but we could hear Walt over the 
noise.  15m and 10m worked fine. 

After I completed the test with Walt, I went down to 173 
and fired up the Yaesu FT-1000D with the R7000 vertical 
antenna there and observed S3 to S4 noise levels on all 
bands (80m through 10m), so it looks like the source of 
the noise in building 310 is local to building 310. 

Since the noise level on 80m and 40m basically makes the 
TS-850SAT useless on these two bands and these two 
bands are the primary HF bands used during emergency 
communications, we will need to find and cure the source 
of the noise, something for another work party on another 
day. 

Thanks to everyone who turned out to participate in the 
installation. 

 

JPL ARC EmComm 
By Jim Marr AA6QI 

“Emergency communications” (EmComm), “EmComm 
preparedness”, and “EmComm tied to the JPL Institu-
tion” were the major winners in the JPL Hams survey that 
Bill Weber N6CI conducted last year (see the survey 
results in the June 2013 issue of W6VIO Calling).  What 
isn’t clear from the survey is what the scope of survey 
respondent interests are below the level of the survey 
category. 

EmComm might mean owning an HT and knowing how 
to use it in order to have a way of communicating when 
other modes of communication have failed.  It could 
mean participating in simulated emergency events, such 
as the ARRL Field Day.  It might mean obtaining the 
training and participating in a Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) or Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service (ARES) organization.  It might also mean partic-
ipating in the National Traffic System.  It could even 
mean an active participation the JPL Emergency Amateur 
Radio Service (JEARS).  For more on JEARS, see Will 
Michael’s talk in the July 19th Regular Meeting summary 
in the August issue of W6VIO Calling. 

Should there be a major incident in the LA Basin, most 
repeaters, if they’re even still on line, will be tied up 
handling communications by organized teams (CERT, 
ARES, JEARS) handling emergency or priority traffic and 
are unlikely to be available for personal health and 

welfare traffic (finding out whether one’s own family is 
ok) for a significant amount of time following the inci-
dent.  As emergency and priority traffic die down, health 
and welfare traffic from hospitals, Red Cross shelters, and 
similar ARES manned locations will become the 
dominant traffic. 

Participation in any formal EmComm organization such 
as CERT, ARES or JEARS will entail a bit of formal train-
ing.  For JEARS, that training has been stipulated by Will 
Michael as NIMS courses IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800, 
First Aid, and CPR (completion certificates are to be 
forwarded to Will Michael in Protective Services).  Also 
recommended is the ARRL Introduction to Emergency 
Communications.  For those participating in a CERT, 
ARES or JEARS team, there will also be additional served-
agency specific training. 

The NIMS courses are available for free online at: 
https://training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.aspx.  The First Aid 
and CPR classes are offered weekly on Tuesdays through 
the JPL Protective Services Division at: 
http://opsweb.jpl.nasa.gov/web/operations/cpr.php 
beginning April 7th.  The ARRL Intro to EmComm course 
is available online through the ARRL at: 
http://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog.  JEARS 
served-agency training will be offered in the near future. 

While these courses require a fair investment of time 
(about 3 hours each for the NIMS on line courses), they 
provide the necessary background knowledge to enable 
effective participating within an Incident Command Sys-
tem (ICS) structure that is the new standard 
FEMA/NIMS format for handling all emergency inci-
dents, regardless of type and can even be effectively used 
for all public service events.  Without this training, your 
assistance will likely not be accepted during an 
emergency because your participation would likely in-
troduce more confusion than help due to your lack of 
understanding of how the ICS is organized and run. 

During 2014, we plan to begin building the JEARS team 
using an ARES-like structure with JPL being the served-
agency.  You can learn a lot about ARES at 
http://arrl.org/ares.   If you would like to be involved in 
the startup of JEARS, please contact me and let me know 
of your interest and any particular activities that might be 
of interest to you. 

Oh, one more thing.  Will Michael KC6LOK is requiring 
all JEARS participants to also be current members of the 
JPLARC. 

Next month, I’ll describe the contents of each of the 
training courses listed above. 

 

https://training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.aspx
http://opsweb.jpl.nasa.gov/web/operations/cpr.php
http://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog
http://arrl.org/ares
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Soliciting JPLARC Com-
mittee Members: 
By Jim Marr AA6QI  

Like all clubs, the JPLARC relies upon the efforts of a 
number of committees to handle various aspects of the 
club’s operations.  They are an easy way to begin to get 
involved in something that interests you without having 
to jump right into an elected position. 

Our Bylaws (new version) identify seven standing 
committees and there are at least six other committees 
that operate periodically.  Plus, if you don’t like one of 
these, create your own to work on something that inter-
ests you (e.g., satellite, 10GHz, special projects, or you 
name it) and have some fun working with other Club 
members. 

The seven standing committees listed in the Bylaws are: 
Education; Publicity; Repeater; Station Facility; Emer-
gency Communications; Internet Services; and Field Day.  
Other committees are: Club bulletin (i.e., W6VIO Calling); 
Meeting programs; Public/special events; Refreshments; 
Historian; Holiday banquet. We currently especially need 
help with Internet Services. 

The following is a brief description of what these com-
mittees do in order to help those considering volunteer-
ing for one or more of these committees to get some idea 
of what they might be doing there. 

Repeater Committee: Leads the operation, maintenance, 
and improvement of the club’s several repeater systems.  
A major activity for 2014 will be improving the coverage 
of the repeater systems that were moved from Cerro 
Negro to enclosure 35A on the West end of the JPL Mesa. 

Station Facility Committee: Leads the operation, 
maintenance and improvement of the club’s non-repeater 
capabilities (HF, VHF, UHF, Satellite, Digital, etc.).  
Planning and coordinating the move to a new location for 
the club’s primary station in building 173 will likely be a 
2014 focus. 

Emergency Communications Committee: Leads the 
coordination with the JPL Emergency Amateur Radio 
Service (JEARS) that is run by JPL’s Protective Services 
organization.  JEARS is envisioned to be modeled after 
the ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) 
with JPL as the ‘served agency’.  Getting JEARS up and 
running is likely to be the focus of this committee in 2014.  
See the EmComm article earlier in this newsletter. 

Internet Service Committee: This committee leads the 
clubs internet presence.  This presence includes JPL 
maintained websites, the jplarc.ampr.org web pages, the 
jplarc email reflector, and a location for storing presenta-
tion materials (formerly the jplarc wiki that is currently 

off-line).  These services are closely coordinated with the 
WR6JPL IRLP/Echolink node running on the same 
computers.  Significant issues for 2014 is the aging set of 
server computers in 180-R6: should these simply be up-
graded or should we move to a more maintainable struc-
ture such as hosting on external sites such as Yahoo or 
similar. 

Field Day Committee:  Lead the preparations for the 
club’s annual Field Day (FD) participation in June of each 
year.  While FD comes only once per year, preparation 
and afterword activities take much of the year. 

Club Bulletin Committee: Leads the preparation and 
distribution of the monthly W6VIO Calling club news-
letter. 

Meeting Programs Committee:  Arranges for guest 
speakers at each of the club’s monthly regular member-
ship meetings. 

Public/Special Events Committee: Coordinates the 
club’s participation in public service events (races, pa-
rades, etc.) or special events (significant JPL events like 
Mars landings that are likely to be widely known by the 
public, where we put a special event station on the air).  
We haven’t done any of these in a while and it would be 
good to get some going again. 

Education Committee: Provides leadership coordinating 
club training, including licensing training and exams.  
Volunteer Examiner credentials are a plus for this com-
mittee but not necessary.  We hope to get some classes 
and exams for JPL’ers going this year. 

Publicity Committee: Provides a focus for outreach and 
JPL awareness. 

Please consider volunteering your support to one or more 
of these committees (or another of your choosing). Just let 
any club officer know of your interest and they’ll get you 
in touch with others interested in that committee.  Thanks 
in advance. 

How to sign up for the 
JPLARC email reflector: 
By Jim Marr AA6QI  

The JPLARC maintains an email reflector (also called an 
email exploder) that allows members to post questions or 
comments that will reach the entire JPLARC membership.  
Only subscribed members can post to this reflector, 
avoiding spam from non-members, and can only do so 
from their subscribed email address.  Sign up using the 
form located at http://wr6jpl.ampr.org/mail-
man/listinfo.cgi/jplarc.  Recently, we have been auto-
matically adding all current members of the club as they 
join or renew.   

http://wr6jpl.ampr.org/mailman/listinfo.cgi/jplarc
http://wr6jpl.ampr.org/mailman/listinfo.cgi/jplarc
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For Sale 
By Jim Marr AA6QI  

The JPLARC membership has approved selling a number 
of JPLARC equipment items as shown in Figure-13. A 
.pdf is available (call or email me) that provides one page 
descriptions of each item that is for sale.  Offers have been 
received for some of these items already (those shown in 
green in the “Est’d Price” column of Figure-13), so hurry 
if you are interested in learning more about any of these 
items or would like to make an offer.  Please make your 
offer to either me or to our Treasurer Chuck Sarture 
KG6NF.  The highest offer outstanding as of February 28th 
will be accepted.  Remaining items will be taken to local 
swap meets. 

 
Figure 13: JPLARC Gear for Sale.  Green in the “Est’d 
Price” column indicates that offers have already been 
received for these items but final distribution will go to 
the highest bidder as of EOD Feb 28th. 

We expect that additional items will be offered for sale 
later in the year, all to generate funds for new Club pro-
jects (like remote HF and others). 

Your wants or gear for sale? 

If you have gear that you would like to sell or are looking 
for a piece of gear, why not list it in the next issue of 

W6VIO Calling?  The listing is free and reaches a signifi-
cant number of local hams with whom you can buy, sell, 
or trade with without incurring shipping obligations.  
Just send your add to me (Jim Marr at 180-704) and I’ll see 
that it gets into the next issue. 

Future Meetings 
By Jim Marr AA6QI 

All JPLARC meetings are being held on non-RDO Fri-
day’s from Noon to 1 PM in 180-703C.  Call in is via 
MeetingPlace 818-343-3434 with ID 7373.  Slides, if any, 
will be broadcast via http://meetingplace.jpl.nasa.gov 
also with ID 7373. 

Feb 28th, 2014:  Jim Marr AA6QI will discuss the current 
state of JPLARC equipment and facilities. 

Mar 28th, 2014: still TBD but a couple of options are in the 
works. 

Apr 25th, 2014: Mike Tope W4EF will discuss Remote 
Station Control. 

 

Advertisements: 

 
http://www.hamradio.com 
 
The Burbank HRO store is offering a 5% discount on ham 
radio “accessories” to JPLARC members, upon 
presentation of a valid JPLARC membership card. 

http://meetingplace.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.hamradio.com/

